[Hemolytic anemia caused by pyrimidine 5'-nucleotidase (P5N) deficiency 15 years later. Apropos of 2 new cases of hereditary deficit and another one of lead poisoning].
Congenital pyrimidin 5'nucleotidase deficiency manifests as hemolytic anemia with basophilic stippling. In lead poisoning, anemia, basophilic stippling and inhibition of erythrocyte pyrimidin 5' deficiency are also observed. In the present work, we report two cases of hemolytic anemia secondary to congenital deficiency of pyrimidin 5' nucleotidase and another case secondary to lead poisoning. Since 1974, when pyrimidin 5' nucleotidase deficiency was isolated, is known that hemolysis is related to the accumulation of pyrimidin nucleotides within the erythrocytes that behave as metabolic inhibitors. However, the precise metabolic process whose inhibition leads to the shortening of erythrocytes half life has not been elucidated yet.